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In the conventional way, transport logistics is dedicated to managing and optimizing the movement of goods, persons and information, by integrating the various aspects of the supply chain: from procurement, inventory management and storage to distribution and transportation. On the other hand, the classical purpose of planning and scheduling is to find the right organization for production to keep company costs down, increase efficiency and smoothly cooperate with the supply chain.
Beyond these traditional considerations, the economic uncertainty, the energy and environmental challenges profoundly reshapes the research landscape of transportation and production scheduling. First, the volatile and competitive economic context implies higher productivity faster responsiveness and more flexibility than ever. This ultimately has driven researchers to investigate more complex and larger problems and/or to take into account uncertainties. In the same vein, the increasing importance of sustainable development in decision-making has led to the emergence of new optimization problems, especially in the domains of energy and transport, and the focalization on new optimization criterion, like energy saving, or CO 2 emissions minimization In this special issue we emphasize these new trends, focusing on various applications:
A multi-destination daily carpooling problem and an ant colony based resolution method Yuhan Guo, Gilles Goncalves, Tienté Hsu In conclusion, we would like to thank a number of people who made this special issue possible. First of all, our thanks go to the Editor-in-Chief of RAIRO Operations Research, Professor Ridha Mahjoub, who encouraged our idea of hosting a special issue on the proposed topic. We would also like to thank Mme MarieThérèse Dron, Production Editor of EDP Sciences for her helpful assistance relating to the editorial management. Furthermore, we thank the authors of all submitted papers for considering this special issue as a valuable outlet for their works. Lastly, our sincere appreciation goes to the reviewers who accepted to refer the submitted papers. We thank them for the time they provided for performing these reviews, and for the valuable comments they submitted to help the authors for improving the overall quality of their work.
